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· [To be poor in spirit, is to be] Empty before God Karl Barth
· We are to be spiritually poor only for the sake of becoming spiritually rich, detached from what we can own so that we can be attached in a different way to what we cannot own, detached from consuming so that we can be consumed by God. Peter Kreeft
· Knowing God without knowing our own wretchedness makes for pride.  Knowing our own wretchedness without knowing God makes for despair.  Knowing Jesus Christ strikes the balance because he shows us both God & our own wretchedness. Pascal
· Like facets of a diamond, each is an essential part of the Kingdom life.
· The other eight, become the means to the one.
· Interdependent and synergistic (I smile and you smile and I smile…)
And Initial Salvation
He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us because of what Jesus Christ our Savior did. He declared us not guilty because of his great kindness.  Titus 3:5-6
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They replied, "Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, Acts 16:30-1
And Becoming Christ-like
“Apart from Me you can do nothing.” Jesus
Elisha > Elijah: “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." (3XS)
When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you." And Elisha said, "Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me."
"When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth…” Jn. 16:13

 “Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.” Ps. 73:25
"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” Simon Peter
1. Marty Faw: stroke: lost mvmnt… >”Physical abilities lost: U discover how Much U need God.
· Depend on self… less. > Depend upon God more.

2. =Blessed R the Poor in Spirit”
3. Beatitudes: “Front porch: S. O.M.
4. Insert w/ Colors

When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 

& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 

He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who have been persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
Makarios = The Greeks called Cyprus makaria = The Happy Isle, for they believed Cyprus was so lovely, so rich, & so fertile an island that one would never need to go beyond its coastline to find the perfectly happy life. It had such a climate, flowers, fruits, trees, minerals, & natural resources that it contained within itself all the materials for perfect happiness.
Makarios then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene & untouchable, & self-contained, that joy which is completely independent of all the chances & changes of life. The English word happiness contains the root hap which means chance. Human happiness is something which is dependent on the chances & the changes of life, something which life may give and which life may also destroy. The Christian blessedness is completely untouchable and unassailable. Barclay
Happiness is a subjective state, a feeling. But Jesus is not declaring how people feel; rather, he is making an objective statement about what God thinks of them. Blessed is a positive judgment by God on the individual that means “to be approved” or “to find approval.”  Kent Hughes
To be Blessed is to have the Applause of Heaven: Max Lucado
(Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who have been persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven)
·  “Are” = Present Tense!
·  The Conditions for Blessedness: Being 0r Doing
· Like facets of a diamond, each is an essential part of the (Whole) Kingdom life.

· The other 8, become the means to the one.

· Interdependent: Can’t stand on own; each requires and increases all: (I smile and you smile and I smile…)
· Synergistic: The whole (X likeness) > than the sum
·  “For” > Effect > Cause
· The Reason why the poor in spirit are blessed, is because,     theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
· The reason why those who mourn are blessed is because         they shall be comforted.

·  Content / Stuff of true Blessedness:
· Insert: say the Green
5. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
A.  In Greek there are two words for poor 
1. Penes: A man who has to work for living; serves his own needs w/ own hands, has nothing superfluous; not rich, but not destitute 
2. Ptochos: absolute & abject poverty. Connected w/ root ptossein, = to crouch or to cower; > the poverty which is beaten to its knees. 
B. Guess which one is used in “Poor in Spirit?” PTOCHOS
· Blessed is the 1 > abjectly & completely spiritually poverty-stricken. Blessed is the one > spiritually absolutely destitute. Barclay
· [To be poor in spirit, is to be] Empty before God Karl Barth
· We are to be spiritually poor only for the sake of becoming spiritually rich, detached from what we can own so that we can be attached in a different way to what we cannot own, detached from consuming [clothes, TV, Internet…] so that we can be consumed by God. Peter Kreeft

· Knowing God without knowing our own wretchedness makes for pride.  Knowing our own wretchedness without knowing God makes for despair.  Knowing Jesus Christ strikes the balance because he shows us both God & our own wretchedness. Pascal
· Therefore: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
· Not: “Your very best, the hope of glory.” Or:
· “Christ apart from you, the hope of Glory.”
· “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God. be merciful to me, a SINNER.”

6. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
· A Gift to be received // A New (4 me) Kgdm 
· X becoming my King! // King’s Righteousness // Subjects
In Scripture: ONLY, as Scripture pierces > hearts > Poor In Spirit
And Initial Salvation 
He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us because of what Jesus Christ our Savior did. He declared us not guilty because of his great kindness.  Titus 3:5-6

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They replied, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” Acts 16:30-1
And Becoming Christ-like
Elisha > Elijah: “As the LORD lives & as you yourself live, I will not leave you."  (3XS)
When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you." 
And Elisha said, "Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me."

 “Whom have I in heaven but U? And besides U, I desire nothing on earth.” Ps. 73:25

"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” Simon Peter

"When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth…” Jn. 16:13

“Apart from Me you can do nothing.” Jesus

7. Have you ever prayed to become poor in Spirit?

·  “Ask & it shall be given unto you… Seek… Knock
8. What will prepare the soil of UR Heart for greater poverty?

·  Mourn for your sins // Cultivate gentleness //
·  Hunger/Thirst 4 Righteousness // Be Merciful to ALL
·  Seek 4 Purity of Heart //  Make Peace //  

·  Don’t compromise to avoid persecution.
9. 8:30 / 11:00 “Rock of Ages” > Invitation
Notes: Used & Unused

The word blessed which is used in each of the beatitudes is a very special word. It is the Greek word makarios. Makarios  is the word which specially describes the gods. In Christianity there is a godlike joy.
The meaning of makarios can best be seen from one particular usage of it. The Greeks always called Cyprus he makaria (the feminine form of the adjective), which means The Happy Isle, and they did so because they believed that Cyprus was so lovely, so rich, and so fertile an island that a man would never need to go beyond its coastline to find the perfectly happy life. It had such a climate, such flowers and fruits and trees, such minerals, such natural resources that it contained within itself all the materials for perfect happiness.
Makarios then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and untouchable, and self-contained, that joy which is completely independent of all the chances and the changes of life. The English word happiness gives its own case away. It contains the root hap which means chance. Human happiness is something which is dependent on the chances and the changes of life, something which life may give and which life may also destroy. The Christian blessedness is completely untouchable and unassailable. "No one," said Jesus, "will take your joy from you"

(#John 16:22 ). The beatitudes speak of that joy which seeks us through our pain, that joy which sorrow and loss, and pain and grief, are powerless to touch, that joy which shines through tears, and which nothing in life or death can take away.

The world can win its joys, and the world can equally well lose its joys. A change in fortune, a collapse in health, the failure of a plan, the disappointment of an ambition, even a change in the weather, can take away the fickle joy the world can give. But the Christian has the serene and untouchable joy which comes from walking forever in the company and in the presence of Jesus Christ.

The greatness of the beatitudes is that they are not wistful glimpses of some future beauty; they are not even golden promises of some distant glory; they are triumphant shouts of bliss for a permanent joy that nothing in the world can ever take away.

The word that is used for poor is the word ptochos. In Greek there are two words for poor  There is the word penes. Penes describes a man who has to work for his living; it is defined by the Greeks as describing the man… who serves his own needs with his own hands. Penes describes the working man, the man who has nothing superfluous, the man who is not rich, but who is not destitute either. But, as we have seen, it is not penes that is used in this beatitude, it is ptochos, which describes absolute and abject poverty. It is connected with the root ptossein, which means to crouch or to cower; and it describes the poverty which is beaten to its knees. As it has been said, penes describes the man who has nothing superfluous; ptochos describes the man who has nothing at all. So this beatitude becomes even more surprising. Blessed is the man who is abjectly and completely poverty-stricken. Blessed is the man who is absolutely destitute. Barclay

It is easy to acknowledge, but almost impossible to realize for long, that we are mirrors whose brightness, if we are bright, is wholly derived from the sun that shines upon us. Surely we must have a little-however little - native luminosity? Surely we can't be quite creatures. 
Grace substitutes a full, childlike and delighted acceptance of our Need, a joy in total dependence. We become "jolly beggars." C.S. Lewis
2 Kings 2:1 And it came about when the LORD was about to take up Elijah by a whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here please, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel. 3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, "Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over you today?" And he said, "Yes, I know; be still." 4 Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, "Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over you today?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be still." 6 Then Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." And he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went on. 7 Now fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite them at a distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his mantle and folded it together and struck the waters, and they were divided here and there, so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground.
 9 When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you." And Elisha said, "Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me." 10 He said, "You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so." 11 As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven. 12 Elisha saw it and cried out, "My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" And he saw Elijah no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 He also took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and returned and stood by the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and struck the waters and said, "Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?" And when he also had struck the waters, they were divided here and there; and Elisha crossed over.
Jn. 5:44 "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?
Pascal, in his book Pensees, writes, “Knowing God without knowing our own wretchedness makes for pride.  Knowing our own wretchedness without knowing God makes for despair.  Knowing Jesus Christ strikes the balance because he shows us both God and our own wretchedness” (87).

Jn. 6:67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?"  68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  69 "Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Jn. 15:5 “For apart from me you can do nothing.”
Lk. 18:9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men -- extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 'I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 13 "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14 "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
Js. 2:10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.

Ps. 73:25  “Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”
Mt. 3:11 "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.

9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
Jer. 10:23 I know, O LORD, that a man's way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.
Rev. 3:14 " And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ' These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' -- and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked -- 18 "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.
Isa. 57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, "I dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.
KEY: Mk. 8:15 Then He charged them, saying, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod." 16 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "It is because we have no bread." 17 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still hardened? 18 "Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember?
Jn. 16:13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
They added with one mouth, that this faith was the gift, the free gift of God; and that he would surely bestow it upon every soul who earnestly and perseveringly sought it. I was now thoroughly convinced; and, by the grace of God, I resolved to seek it unto the end,

1. By absolutely renouncing all dependence, in whole or in part, upon my own works or righteousness; on which I had really grounded my hope of salvation though I knew it not, from my youth up.

2. By adding to the constant use of all the other means of grace, continual prayer for this very thing, justifying, saving faith, a full reliance on the blood of Christ shed for me; a trust in Him, as my Christ, as my sole justification, sanctification, and redemption.

Blessedness: The Approval of God

Each of the eight Beatitudes opens with the word “blessed.” So it is essential that we understand here in the beginning what this word means, because it bears on everything that will be said in the remainder of this book.

Contrary to popular opinion, blessed does not mean “happy,” even though some translations have rendered it this way. Happiness is a subjective state, a feeling. But Jesus is not declaring how people feel; rather, he is making an objective statement about what God thinks of them.2 Blessed is a positive judgment by God on the individual that means “to be approved” or “to find approval.” So when God blesses us, he approves us.3
Of course, there is no doubt that such blessing will bring feelings of happiness and that blessed people are generally happy. But we must remember that the root idea of “blessed” is an awareness of approval by God. Blessedness is not simply a nice wish from God; it is a pronouncement of what we actually are — approved. Blessedness indicates the smile of God or, as Max Lucado has so beautifully put it, The Applause of Heaven.

As we begin this study of the Beatitudes, let us realize that if God’s blessing/approval means more to us than anything else — even the approval of our friends, business acquaintances, and colleagues — then the Beatitudes are going to penetrate our hearts, speaking to us in the deepest of ways.

The question is, do we really want his approval more than anything else? Not, do we want to be happy (as proper as that desire is) but, do we truly want God’s approval above all else?

If so, then we must heed every word of the first Beatitude, for it gives us the condition of blessing in just three words: “poor in spirit.” “Blessed/
approved are the poor in spirit.”

It is so essential that we get off to a good start with the first Beatitude if we are to understand them all that I would like to encourage the following prayer.

Dear Lord,
I long for your smile upon my life. So please open my heart to the meaning of the Beatitudes.
I open myself to their light. Shine their rays into the deepest part of my life. Sear my soul. Heal me.
Build the character of the kingdom in me, so that you can call me blessed.
Amen.
Understanding Poverty of Spirit

Let us understand what poverty of spirit is not. It is not the conviction that one is of no value whatsoever. It does not mean the absence of self-worth or, as one theologian put it, “ontological insignificance.” It does not require that we believe ourselves to be zeros. Such an attitude is simply not scriptural, for Christ’s death on our behalf teaches us that we are of great value (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23).

Neither does “poor in spirit” mean shyness. Many people who are naturally shy and introverted are extremely proud. Nor does “poor in spirit” mean lacking in vitality, spiritually anemic, or gutless.

Certainly, “poor in spirit” also does not refer to showy humility like that of Uriah Heep in Charles Dickens’s David Copperfield, who kept reminding people that he was a “very humble person.”

The great British preacher Martyn Lloyd-Jones tells of meeting such a man on one of his preaching missions. When Dr. Lloyd-Jones arrived at the train station, the man asked for the minister’s suitcase and in fact almost ripped it from his hand saying, “I am a deacon in the church where you are preaching tomorrow. . . . You know, I am a mere nobody, a very unimportant man. Really. I do not count; I am not a great man in the church; I am just one of those men who carry the bag for the minister.”

Lloyd-Jones observes, “He was anxious that I should know what a humble man he was, how ‘poor in spirit.’ Yet by his anxiety to make it known, he was denying the very thing he was trying to establish. Uriah Heep — the man who thus, as it were, glories in his poverty of spirit and thereby proves he is not humble.”4 We all have met this kind of person, who by his own self-conscious diffidence is begging for us to say that he is not really nothing but actually quite wonderful. When this attitude is present, there is an absence of poverty of spirit.

What, then, does “poor in spirit” mean? The history of the Greek word for “poor,” ptochos, provides some insight. It comes from a verbal root that denotes “to cower and cringe like a beggar.” In classical Greek ptochos came to mean “someone who crouches about, wretchedly begging.” In the New Testament it bears something of this idea because it denotes a poverty so deep that the person must obtain his living by begging. He is fully dependent on the giving of others. He cannot survive without help from the outside. Thus an excellent translation is “beggarly poor.”

Now, if we take this meaning and combine it with the following words (“in spirit”) we have the idea, “Blessed are the beggarly poor in spirit.” The sense is: “Blessed are those who are so desperately poor in their spiritual resources that they realize they must have help from outside sources.”

“Poverty of Spirit, then, is the personal acknowledgment of spiritual bankruptcy.”5 It is the awareness and admission that we are utterly sinful and without the moral virtues adequate to commend us to God. John Wesley said of the poor in spirit, “He has a deep sense of the loathsome leprosy of sin which he brought with him from his mother’s womb, which overspreads his whole soul, and totally corrupts every power and faculty thereof.”6
It is the recognition of our personal moral unworthiness. The “poor in spirit” see themselves as spiritually needy. My favorite rendering of the verse is:

Blessed are those who realize that they have nothing within themselves to commend them to God, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

The World Rejects Poverty of Spirit

Poverty of spirit is the antithesis of the proud selfishness and self-sufficiency of today’s world. The world has its own ideas of blessedness. “Blessed is the man who is always right.” “Blessed is the man who is strong.” “Blessed is the man who rules.” “Blessed is the man who is satisfied with himself.” “Blessed is the man who is rich.” “Blessed is the man who is popular.”

Today’s men and women think that the answer to life is found in self. Actress Shirley MacLaine is not alone in her journey into self. Many in the church travel with her. Karl Jung is their Virgil, and the subterranean god of self is their Inferno. Christian narcissism is promoted as biblical self-love. King Jesus becomes the imperial self. When this happens, Christianity suffers a massive shrinkage, as David Wells explains:

Theology becomes therapy. . . . The biblical interest in righteousness is replaced by a search for happiness, holiness by wholeness, truth by feeling, ethics by feeling good about one’s self. . . . The past recedes. The Church recedes. The world recedes. All that remains is self.7
Someday, if history is allowed to continue, a perceptive artist may sculpt a statue of twentieth-century man with his arms wrapped around himself in loving embrace, kissing his image in a mirror.

To this, Jesus answers, “Blessed [approved of God] are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Poverty of Spirit Is Essential for Knowing God’s Approval

We must understand and embrace a true poverty of spirit, for that is the only way we can ever know God’s smile. David became the greatest king of Israel, and the key to his rise to greatness was his poverty of spirit. Listen to his words when it all began: “Who am I, and what is my family or my father’s clan in Israel, that I should become the king’s son-in-law?” (1 Samuel 18:18). Later in life, before his fall, he said, “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?” (2 Samuel 7:18).

Similarly, Gideon, whom we celebrate for his amazing deliverance of Israel with just 300 men, began with these words: “But Lord . . . how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family” (Judges 6:15).

Significantly, when Jesus began his public ministry he opened the scroll to Isaiah 61:1 and began with this opening line: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor” (see Luke 4:18). In Isaiah’s context the poor were the exiled people of Israel who had not compromised and who looked to God alone to save them and establish his kingdom. These are always the people to whom he comes. The incarnate Son of God was born of a woman who sang, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant” (Luke 1:46-47). When Christ was born, the angels announced it to humble shepherds, not to the Establishment (Luke 2:8-15). And when Jesus was presented in the Temple, aged Simeon and Anna, representatives of the poor of Isaiah’s prophecy, exalted God because of him (Luke 2:25-38). These are the people to whom Christ is born, and in whom he is born. Lay this to heart: “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18). This is the way it will always be.

Poverty of Spirit Is Essential for Salvation

Poverty of spirit is an indispensable sign of grace. No one can truly know Christ without it. There are most likely scores of evangelicals in your own community, prominent “Christians,” who do not know Christ. They are tares amidst wheat who perhaps do not even know it (Matthew 13:24-30). They have never come to a blessed emptiness, to the very end of themselves. They have never confessed, “There is nothing in me to commend me to God”; and thus they are lost.

The changeless truth is, no one can come to Christ without poverty of spirit. This is not to say that one must have a perfect sense of one’s spiritual insufficiency to be saved. Very few, if any, come to this. Rather, it means that the spiritually proud and self-sufficient, those who actually think there is something within them that will make God accept them — these people are lost.

Positively stated, “Those who acknowledge themselves as spiritually bankrupt enter the kingdom of heaven.” No one enters God’s kingdom without such an acknowledgment, regardless of how many times he or she has walked the aisle, raised a hand, signed a decision card, prayed “the sinner’s prayer,” or given his or her testimony.

Salvation is by faith alone, sola fide (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 11:6);8 but poverty of spirit is the posture of faith. God pours out his grace to the spiritually bankrupt, for only they are open to believe and receive his grace and salvation. He does this with no one else. No one can enter the kingdom without poverty of spirit.

Poverty of Spirit Is Essential for Spiritual Growth

We never outgrow the first Beatitude, even though it is the basis by which we ascend to the others. In fact, if we outgrow it, we have outgrown our Christianity — we are post-Christian.

That is what was happening in the Laodicean church. Christ rebuked that failing church with these stern words:

“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.” (Revelation 3:17-18)

Just as no one can come to Christ without poverty of spirit, no one can continue to grow apart from an ongoing poverty of spirit.

Poverty of spirit is foundational because a continual sense of spiritual need is the basis for ongoing spiritual blessing. A perpetual awareness of our spiritual insufficiency opens us to continually receiving spiritual riches. Poverty of spirit is something we never outgrow. In fact, the more spiritually mature we become, the more profound will be our sense of poverty.

It is because of this that every believer should commit the Beatitudes to memory and make the first Beatitude, especially, his or her conscious refrain: “Blessed are the beggarly poor in spirit”; “blessed are the spiritually bankrupt, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

The Riches of Poverty

Now we turn to the statement of the reward: “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” “Theirs” is emphatic. It means theirs in the sense of theirs alone, barring all others who approach God with a different spirit than that of beggarliness.9 Again, none but those who are “poor in spirit” will enter the kingdom of heaven.

The reward of the kingdom is both now and future. It is present because all who have life are in the kingdom now. We are seated with Christ in the heavenly places now (Ephesians 2:6). We are subjects of Christ now. We are overcomers now. We are a kingdom of priests now. This means we are kings and queens, and that we reign in life and exercise vast authority and power. It means that our poverty of spirit, our weakness, is a reservoir of authority and power. Our weakness is the occasion for his power, our inadequacy for his adequacy, our poverty for his riches, our inarticulation for his articulation, our tentativeness for his confidence (see 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10; Colossians 2:9, 10).

As kings and queens, we are also free. Pride makes slaves out of all whom it possesses; not so with poverty of spirit. We are free to be full of God, free to be all that he would have us to be, free to be ourselves. We reign now and for all eternity. The kingdom is ours — ours alone!

Crucial Teaching

The supreme lesson of this Beatitude is that without poverty of spirit no one enters the kingdom of heaven. Its prominent position — as the opening sentence of the Sermon on the Mount — declares for all time that no one is saved who believes there is something within him that will make God prefer or accept him.

Self-righteousness, moral pride, vain presumption will damn the soul! Jesus made this crystal-clear with the account of the tax-gatherer and the Pharisee who went up to the Temple to pray:

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:10-14)

We must realize that:

	The first Link between

	
my soul and Christ is

	not my goodness

	
but my badness;

	not my merit

	
but my misery;

	not my standing

	
but my falling.


Fortunately, this truth can penetrate the most privileged of hearts, as it did to one of England’s distinguished judges. The church he attended had three mission churches under its care. On the first Sunday of the new year all the members of the missions came to the big city church for a combined Communion service. In those mission churches, which were located in the slums of the city, were some outstanding cases of conversions — thieves, burglars, and so on — but all knelt side by side at the Communion rail.

On one such occasion the pastor saw a former thief kneeling beside the aforementioned jurist, a judge of the High Court of England. After his release the thief had been converted and became a Christian worker. Yet, as the judge and the former thief knelt together, neither seemed to be aware of the other.

After the service, the judge happened to walk out with the pastor and said, “Did you notice who was kneeling beside me at the Communion rail this morning?”

The pastor replied, “Yes, but I didn’t think that you did.”

The two walked along in silence for a few more moments, when the judge declared, “What a miracle of grace.”

The pastor nodded in agreement. “Yes, what a marvelous miracle of grace.”

Then the judge asked, “But to whom do you refer?”

The pastor responded, “Why, to the conversion of that convict.”

“But I was not referring to him. I was thinking of myself,” explained the judge.

Surprised, the pastor replied, “You were thinking of yourself? I don’t understand.”

“Yes,” the judge went on. “It was natural for the burglar to respond to God’s grace when he came out of jail. His life was nothing but a desperate history of crime, and when he saw the Savior he knew there was salvation and hope and joy for him. He understood how much he needed that help.

“But I . . . I was taught from earliest infancy to be a gentleman — that my word was my bond, that I was to say my prayers, go to church, receive Communion. I went up to Oxford, took my degrees, was called to the bar, and eventually ascended to judge. My friend, it was God’s grace that drew me; it was God’s grace that opened my heart to receive Christ. I’m a greater miracle of his grace.”

Listen again to Jesus’ words, “Blessed [approved of God] are the [beggarly] poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [now and forevermore].”

The question I must ask is, have you experienced true poverty of spirit? Can you say,

	Nothing in my hand I bring,

	
Simply to Thy cross I cling;

	Naked, come to Thee for dress

	
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;

	Foul, I to the fountain fly;

	
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.

	— Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778


Is this your heart’s cry? Or are you a church attender without Christ? Are you an unregenerate evangelical? Are you a Christless “Christian”? If so, hear God’s Word and take it to heart: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

The other great lesson for all who are born again, regardless of their spiritual maturity, is that poverty of spirit is necessary for continuing spiritual blessing.

I personally can say that the most profitable spiritual experiences of my life have come out of times of profound spiritual poverty, times when God has brought me face to face with the fact of my need, times when I once again realized there was nothing within me to commend me to him. Sometimes he has done this through professional failure, sometimes through intellectual shortcomings, sometimes through social or family pressures.

Whatever the case, in him my bankruptcy has been the opening for his riches. And it can be yours as well. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:1-2 “When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; & after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
 5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
 6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
 7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
 8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
 9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Barth: “Empty before God”

IT IS REALLY only the poor in spirit who can, actually, have anything, because they are the ones who know how to receive gifts. For them, everything is a gift.
Simon Tugwell, The Beatitudes: Soundings in Christian Traditions

THE KINGDOM of God can only be received by empty hands. Jesus warns against (a) worldly self-sufficiency: you trust yourself and your own resources and don't need God; (b) religious self-sufficiency: you trust your religious attitude and moral life and don't need Jesus.
Michael H. Crosby, Spirituality of the Beatitudes: Matthew's Vision for the Church in an Unjust World

WE ARE to be spiritually poor only for the sake of becoming spiritually rich, detached from what we can own so that we can be attached in a different way to what we cannot own, detached from consuming so that we can be consumed by God.
Peter Kreeft, Back to Virtue

Beggars in God’s soup kitchen. Max Lucado
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